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‘The stone arched support
Formed by King Henry I, the abbey is a great example of - usedinGothic structurein Gothicvauling.
Gothic architecture, characterised by slender vertical constructiontogive 4 The vaulting ibs crossone
piers, counterbalancing buttresses and vaulting and weight anotherand divide the

pointed arches. Following the basic medieval Gothic foabuttress AL whole space into tiangles
church design ofnave transepts and chos tsvauted  Fiing buttress
throughout n stone and roofed in lead. The interiorwas  anarchecmasery
designed to be used as a spectacularsetting for the support seningto
shrin of St Edward the Confessor and to contain atars,  bearthrustfoma
chapel screens, tombs and monuments. Despite it taking ~~ Y2ultawey foma

mainsructureoan
nearly 150 years to complete the body, the general

outer pier.
North-west tower design of Henry s masons was followed, making it one i
Thistowercontans thesbbey’sringof ten ofthe best examples of Gothic architecture in Bitain. cotihech
bellsanda one-handed dlock. Pier A
cunvedstructraldevice usialy
Astone pillar, generally ‘with a jointed apex, used to
Nave rectangular or square n cross supporta structure andenlarge.
Builtto accommodate processions,itako section, which supportsan arch, an opening,
‘contains the tomb of the Unknown Warrior, vaultor roof.
‘whose body was buried here on 11 Noverber Sanctuary
L2 ‘The sacred centre, it
houses the high altar,

theshrineof st
Edward, and tombs of
medieval Englsh
kings.

Lady chapel
Buitby Henry VIl
between 1503and 1519,
itisfan vaulted
throughout. The stone
‘skinvault s just six
inches (15.24cm) thick.

church,this space was designed
asanauditorium where
coronations could take piace.

k Great pavement

Laidin 1268 by orderof

> Henryll the pavementis

, Cosmatiwork,

oy Phoets mComer s conaningthousandsof

uatedinthesout tansept Englands g0 OIS

‘major poetsare buried and
commemorated here including N

Chaucen, Tennyson, Miton and Spenser. N

(Chapter House

Designed by Nicholas Hawksmoorand z NP ' L Choir
between 1722 and 1745, these re constructed & | Daily services re held nthe choir The choir
fiom Portland stone and are eary Gothic revival 1 \ | stalls (seats) are carved wood, panted and
instyle. e coveredingold leaf.

Buittohouse the dally meetingsof the
medieval abbey’s monks. s vaultis supported
‘onasingle central column.





 


 




   

